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TO: Honorable Board of Supervisors                                       DATE: September 13, 2022 
FROM: Josh Huntsinger, Agricultural Commissioner

By: Kerri Timmer, Regional Forest Health Coordinator
SUBJECT: Placer County Water Agency Professional Services Agreement – Central Sierra Biomass 

Aggregation Pilot Project

ACTION REQUESTED
1. Approve a Professional Services Agreement with Placer County Water Agency to facilitate receipt 
of a not-to-exceed amount of $63,740 reimbursable to the County of Placer for services provided by the 
Agricultural Commissioner’s Regional Forest Health program to implement a state-funded woody 
feedstock aggregation pilot study in the Tahoe-Central Sierra region for the term of May 1, 2022 to 
March 31, 2025. 
2. Adopt a Resolution authorizing the Agricultural Commissioner, or designee, to execute the 
agreement and any required documents or amendments necessary to complete project 
implementation, upon Risk Management and County Counsel concurrence. 
3. Approve a FY 2022-23 budget amendment #AM00703 for CC02004 – Regional Forest Health in the 
amount of $63,740 with offsetting revenue from Placer County Water Agency Professional Services 
Agreement.

BACKGROUND
The County of Placer (County) commitment to forest health, wildfire risk reduction, and biomass 
utilization is rooted in work that began in 2006 with the creation of the Wildfire Protection and Biomass 
Utilization Program and strategic plan and has continued with your Board’s identification of forest health 
and wildfire management as top land use planning and legislative policy priorities in recent years.

The County has been a partner in many fuel reduction and forest health projects, including both 
residential and community-focused fuel reduction activities and landscape-level forest health/wildfire 
risk reduction work. One of these projects, is the French Meadows Forest Restoration Project, 
managed by the County under a Master Stewardship Agreement with the Tahoe National Forest to 
reduce fuel and improve forest health across 22,000 acres of forest land above the French Meadows 
Reservoir. While the French Meadows Project is fortunate to have agreements in place for the sale of 
ecologically thinned sawlogs and excess biomass material generated by project activities, we know 
that removal and utilization of such material is a challenge for similar projects – including both forest 
health-related and residential defensible space efforts – elsewhere in the County and throughout the 
Tahoe-Central Sierra region. Conversely, efforts to develop new facilities that can accept and utilize 
this material are hampered by the lack of long-term contracted woody biomass feedstock agreements, 
which are typically required for securing investment capital.

The California Wildfire and Forest Resilience Task Force and the Board of Forestry’s Joint Institute for 
Wood Products Innovation, in collaboration with the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research 
(OPR), recognize the lack of an organized woody feedstock supply chain as a roadblock to sustainable 
forest management. To address this challenge, the state has launched a pilot project to study the 
aggregation of feedstock supplies into regional “brokerages” with the intent of incentivizing wood 
utilization industries, including electricity, biofuels, and hydrogen gas generation, among others. The 
pilot project is part of Strategy 3.10 - Address Feedstock Barriers through Pilot Projects, included in 
the 2021 California Wildfire and Forest Resilience Action Plan. The goal of Strategy 3.10 is to test new 
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mechanisms for developing secure long-term biomass feedstock contracts. Information and templates 
from the pilot project will be shared widely to provide a menu of options for broader adoption. The pilot 
project is funded from the State budget and managed by OPR.

The pilot includes five regional studies to identify obstacles, develop strategies to address those 
obstacles, and explore the best legal/financial organizational structure at the regional level to 
successfully aggregate woody biomass across private and public lands and to act as a broker for long-
term feedstock contracts. The Tahoe-Central Sierra region, including Placer, Nevada, and El Dorado 
counties and managed by PCWA, is one of the five study areas. The others are: North Bay Area/Marin 
County, managed by the Marin Resource Conservation District; North Coast, managed by the County 
of Humboldt on behalf of North Coast Resource Partnership; Northeastern/Shasta region, managed by 
Fall River Resource Conservation District; and the five-County Central Sierra region, managed by 
Mariposa Resource Conservation District. Results of this work will help support the State’s and Placer 
County’s ongoing efforts to increase wildfire resilience, protect communities, and enhance the forest 
stewardship economy in California.

OPR is providing grants in the amount of $500,000 to each study area. PCWA is the grant recipient for 
the Tahoe-Central Sierra regional effort, and they have requested support from the County’s Regional 
Forest Health program to help manage the research effort. The Professional Services Agreement, 
Exhibit 1, outlines the agreement between PCWA and the County for a portion of the Regional Forest 
Health Coordinator’s time, to be reimbursed by PCWA using the grant from OPR.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
Because this is a research and planning effort, there is no “project” to trigger California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) compliance pursuant to CEQA Guidelines § 15378 or National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) compliance. Individual projects that may be identified as a result of this planning 
effort would be subject to future environmental review and compliance before moving forward.

FISCAL IMPACT
The total cost of this agreement is $63,740. A budget amendment to increase the appropriations by 
$63,740 in the FY 2022-23 budget for CC02004 – Regional Forest Health, with offset revenue not to 
exceed $63,740 from the Placer County Water Agency Professional Services Agreement, is included 
for consideration and approval. There is no match requirement or impact to the General Fund.

ATTACHMENTS
Attachment A – Resolution

Exhibit 1 – PCWA Professional Services Agreement
Exhibit 2 – State of California Standard Agreement 
Exhibit 3 – Project Summary & Scope of Work
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Attachment A

Before the Board of Supervisors
County of Placer, State of California

    

Resolution No.: ____________

The following Resolution was duly passed by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Placer at a 
regular meeting held on September 13, 2022, by the following vote:

Ayes:

Noes:

Absent:

Signed and approved by me after its passage.
_______________________________

Chair, Board of Supervisors

Attest:

_______________________
Clerk of said Board

WHEREAS, Placer County Water Agency (PCWA) has been granted a sum of not more than five 
hundred thousand dollars ($500,000) from the State Budget by the Governor’s Office of Planning and 
Research (OPR) for implementation of a regional woody biomass aggregation pilot project under 
California’s 2021 California Wildfire and Forest Resilience Action Plan; and

WHEREAS, PCWA seeks to use these funds to study the potential for aggregating woody biomass 
feedstock supplies into regional “brokerages” with the intent of incentivizing wood utilization industries, 
including electricity, biofuels, and hydrogen gas generation, among others, as mandated by the terms 
of the State of California Standard Agreement between OPR and PCWA; and 

WHEREAS, PCWA intends to contract out for implementation of certain project management and 
stakeholder outreach tasks outlined in the pilot project workplan; and

In the matter of:  
A Resolution authorizing the Agricultural Commissioner to 
execute a Professional Services Agreement with Placer 
County Water Agency in an amount not to exceed $63,740 
for calendar years 2022 through 2023, and any required 
documents or amendments necessary to complete project 
implementation, upon Risk Management and County 
Counsel concurrence. 
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WHEREAS, PCWA recognizes that the County has the ability to perform the required project 
management and stakeholder outreach tasks through its Regional Forest Health program; and

WHEREAS, PCWA desires the County’s Regional Forest Health Coordinator to manage a portion of 
the implementation of the proposed regional woody biomass feedstock aggregation pilot project on the 
terms and conditions stated herein and intends to reimburse the County for those services with the 
eligible OPR grant funds in an amount not to exceed sixty-seven thousand seven hundred and forty 
dollars ($67,740.00) for calendar years 2022 through 2023.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Placer, State of 
California, that the Board authorizes the Agricultural Commissioner to sign the PCWA Professional 
Services Agreement, attached as Exhibit 1, and any other documents, such as amendments, that may 
be necessary for the successful implementation of the pilot project. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall be effective immediately. 

Exhibit 1 – PCWA Professional Services Agreement
Exhibit 2 – State of California Standard Agreement 
Exhibit 3 – Project Summary & Scope of Work
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https://biomass.biz/
https://sig-gis.com/
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https://doi.org/10.3390/en14092696
https://sierrainstitute.us/new/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Biomass-Report-3-19-20_FINAL.pdf
https://sierrainstitute.us/new/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Biomass-Report-3-19-20_FINAL.pdf
http://www.climateassessment.ca.gov/regions/docs/20180827-SierraNevada.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/n2tz9cbkiitlw8k/Community_Scale_Economic_Develop_Kusel_1.3.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/n2tz9cbkiitlw8k/Community_Scale_Economic_Develop_Kusel_1.3.pdf?dl=0
http://resources.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Wood-Products-Recommendations.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/1p3qxtwwnfin2ao/Monitoring-Socioeconomics-within-Collaborative-Forestry-Projects_-Swezy-et-al.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/1p3qxtwwnfin2ao/Monitoring-Socioeconomics-within-Collaborative-Forestry-Projects_-Swezy-et-al.pdf?dl=0


https://www.linkedin.com/in/clarke-stevenson/
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https://biomass.biz/
https://nosocoair.org/
https://nosocoair.org/
https://buildmomentum.io/
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https://www.clereinc.com/publications
https://www.clereinc.com/publications
https://www.clereinc.com/publications
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